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PRICE  FIVE  CENTS.  * 

50  cents  per  dozen.  $3.50  per  hundred. 


SOUTHBOURNE  MISSIONARY  AND  CONFERENCE  CENTRE. 

“  Slavanka,”  10,  Bellevue  Boad,  Southbourne,  Hants,  England. 

Former  residence  of  Madame  E.  Tchertkoff,  n£e  Countess  Cherni- 
sheff  Krouglikoff,  who  was  the  first  of  the  Russian  aristocracy  converted 
to  Jesus  Christ  as  a  personal  Saviour  through  the  ministry  of  the  late 
Lord  Radstock. 

The  Fourth  Victorious  Life  Conference  and  the  Russian  Mis 
sionary  Society  Convention  will  take  place  (D.V.)  at  the  above  place 
from  August  30th  to  September  9th,  1924.  Pastor  Fetler  hopes  to 
preside,  and  a  number  of  God-owned  speakers  will  take  part. 

The  new  “  Slavanka  ”  Hostel  is  hoped  to  be  ready  by  that  time. 
All  applications  for  lodgings  and  board  can  be  addressed  to — The 
Secretary,  “  Slavanka,”  10,  Bellevue  Road,  Southbourne,  Hants. 


OUR  MILLION  BIBLE  FUND. 

We  are  just  finishing  the  publishing  of  the  first  edition  of  81,000 
copies  of  the  complete  Russian  Bible,  and  shall  proceed  further  with 
our  Bible  work. 

Owing  to  rising  of  prices  of  paper  and  labour  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  the  production  price  of  the  Bible  has  considerably  risen,  so  that 
the  price  of  one  copy  of  the  Bible  will  not  be  less  than  about  50  cents, 
or  2  shillings. 

The  donations  received  for  the  printing  of  Bibles  will  form  a  special 
PERPETUAL  ROTATION  BIBLE  FUND. 

We  do  not  propose  to  give  away  all  the  Bibles  free  of  charge,  though 
a  number  of  copies  will  be  distributed  free  to  such  who  are  quite  unable 
to  procure  one ;  but  we  propose  to  work  somewhat  on  the  basis  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  selling  the  Bibles  at  a  minimum, 
and  the  produce  to  go  back  to  our  Rotation  Bible  Fund,  so  that  when 
one  edition  is  exhausted  we  may  print  new  editions. 

OUR  “PRAYER  HOUSES”  (CHAPEL)  BUILDING  FUND. 

This  is  also  a  Rotation  Prayer  House  Building  Fund.  Donations 
received  for  this  fund  will  be  “  loaned  out  ”  to  new  Mission  Stations 
for  the  building  of  a  Prayer  House  or  Chapel.  Every  year  the  little 
Church  is  expected  to  pay  something  back  into  the  Building  Fund  of 
this  loan  until,  as  the  Church  with  years  may  grow  in  numbers,  the 
whole  of  the  “  loan  ”  is  returned.  Then  it  is  loaned  out  to  another 
new  cause,  and  so  on,  so  that  the  same  gift  of  say  £200  to  £500 
(900  to  2,250  dols.)  will  help  build  not  only  one,  but  may  be  in  the 
course  of  years  the  means  of  building  a  whole  series  of  Prayer  Halls, 
where  the  Gospel  will  be  preached.  Legacies  left  for  the  Building  or 
the  Bible  Fund  will  be  treated  accordingly. 


form  or  Bequest. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Russian  Missionary  Society,  Chicago 
the  sum  of  to  be  paid  by  my  Executors 

to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  whose  receipt  shall  be  a  sufficient 
discharge  for  the  same. 


DEAD  IN  EARNEST; 

OR 

THE  VERY  BEST  FOR  MISSIONS. 

By  Pastor  William  Fetler. 

RECENTLY  one  evening  on  my  recent  visit  to  England  I 
came  home  tired  to  the  house  where  I  was  staying.  A  sort 
of  apathy  seemed  to  be  slowly  creeping  over  me.  I  was 
tired — not  so  much  by  work,  work  seldom  tires  me,  work 
to  me  is  a  pleasure — but  tired  by  moving  so  much  in  an 
atmosphere  void  of  enthusiasm,  of  bouyancy.  So  much 
of  Christian  and  Church  activities  done  in  an  apparent 
perfunctory  way,  was  beginning  to  wear  down  my  own 
spiritual  frame.  At  a  time  when  strong,  keen  business 
men  bend  their  utmost  energy  to  the  accomplishment  of 
their  tasks  for  no  other  than  their  personal  gains,  when 
keen  politicians  would  strain  their  every  nerve  so  as  to  gain 
the  attention  and  goodwill  of  their  parties  for  the  carry¬ 
ing  out  of  shortlived  programmes  —  here  have  I  come 
again  and  again  in  touch  with  people  who  call  themselves 
Christians,  who  are  supposed  to  be  followers  of  Christ, 
who  are  ostensibly  engaged  in  His  work,  and  yet  who 
seem  to  exhibit  in  their  activities  for  Christ,  so  little  of 
that  Spirit  of  self-sacrifice,  of  being  dead  in  earnest, 
hundred  per  cent,  on  the  altar,  that  I  have  been  ashamed 
and  shocked.  So  much  of  all  that  I  have  seen  has 
appeared  to  me  “  playing  the  Church;  ”  “  playing  the 
Prayer  Meeting;  ”  “  playing  the  Missionary  Work.” 

How  glad  one  would  be  to  hear  of  prayer  meetings 
which  would  impress  one  as  an  actual  prayer  meeting, 
dead  in  earnest,  a  wrestling  with  God,  something  which 
could  be  expressed  in  the  words,  “  I  will  not  let  Thee  go, 
except  Thou  bless  me  !  *  ’ 

I  am  tired,  very  tired  of  this  perfunctory  sort  of 
Christianity.  With  Duncan  Matheson,  I  am  tired  of  see¬ 
ing  “  Nero  fiddling,  while  Rome  is  burning.” 

For  around  us,  at  this  present  time,  something 
infinitely  more  valuable  is  burning  than  Rome.  “  The 
ends  of  the  world  seem  to  have  come  upon  us.”  On  the 
one  hand  the  air  is  full  of  the  midnight  cries:  “  The 
Bridegroom  cometh,”  “  The  Bridegroom  cometh.”  The 
times  of  the  Gentiles  seem  to  be  drawing  to  a  close.  The 
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night  cometh  when  no  one  shall  be  able  to  work.  And 
meanwhile — there  are  yet  millions  of  unevangelised 
people,  swiftly  hastening  on  into  a  Christless  eternity. 
They  will  not  be  caught  up,  when  the  Bridegroom  cometh, 
to  meet  Him  in  the  air  !  They  are  ignorant  of  the  Saviour, 
they  are  ignorant  of  their  peril.  On  the  other  hand  war 
has  barely  passed,  and  already  the  nations  are  arming 
anew.  Fresh  and  more  awful  conflagrations  seven  times 
more  hot  are,  perhaps,  at  the  doors.  And  oh  thou,  a 
large,  large  portion  of  the  Christian  Church,  art  thou,  like 
another  Nero  playing  thy  fiddle  while  the  whole  world  is 
swiftly  burning  away!  Men!  let  us  become  serious! 
Christian  women  !  let  us  be  up  and  doing  !  let  us  spend 
and  be  spent.  We  must  become  dead  in  earnest  in  these 
dreadfully  earnest  times.  Soon  we  are  to  give  an  account 
of  our  earthly  stewardship.  Are  we  preparing  our 
balance  sheet  ?  Have  we  compared  our  liabilities  with  our 
assets  ?  Do'  we  know  where  we  stand  in  the  sight  of  God  ? 

Let  us  place  ourselves  unreservedly  at  the  disposal  of 
our  Chief!  If  we  call  Him  “  Lord,  Lord,”  let  us  be 
ready  to  do  His  bidding. 

”  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel.”  He 
needs  the  purest  hearts,  the  strongest  characters,  the  best 
brains.  Let  us  be  among  the  wise,  and  place  at  His  feet 
not  only  Myrrh,  but  also  Frankincense  and  Gold  (Luke 
iii.  n).  Let  us  stop  saving,  let  us  make  friends  “  of 
the  Mammon  of  unrighteousness  ”  (Luke  xvi.  9)  while  it 
is  yet  possible.  Let  Missionaries  be  sent  out  by  the 
hundreds,  let  Bibles  be  printed,  and  the  Gospel  preached 
freely.  Let  us  not  forget  the  solemn  warning  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  announcement,  ”  The  Coming  of  the  Lord 
draweth  nigh,”  that  also1  “  your  riches  are  corrupted  .  .  . 
your  gold  and  silver  is  cankered,  and  the  rust  of  them 
shall  be  a  witness  against  you  ...  ye  have  heaped  trea¬ 
sure  together  for  the  last  days  ”  (James  v.  8,  2,  3). 

*  *  *  #  *  * 

Thus  as  I  almost  got  discouraged,  and  was  about 
ready  to<  look  around,  for  a  juniper  tree,  my  eye  caught  in 
the  house  of  my  host  by  the  piano,  the  sight  of  a  book 
about  the  Jubilee  singers.  I  have  been  always  interested 
in  song  born  during  revivals,  and  in  the  “  Darkies.”  I 
picked  up  the  book,  opened  it  at  random  and  began  to 
play  and  sing,  which  was  to  me  a  new  song  :  — 
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Mary  and  a  Martha’s  just  gone  ’long, 

Mary  and  a  Martha’s  just  gone  ’long, 

To  ring  those  charming  bells. 

Crying  free  grace  and  dying  love, 

Free  grace  and  dying  love, 

To  ring  those  charming  bells. 

Oh  !  way  over  Jordan,  Lord, 

Way  over  Jordan,  Lord, 

To  ring  those  charming  bells. 

The  preacher  and  the  elder’s  just  gone  ’long 
To  ring  those  charming  bells. 

My  father  and  mother’s  just  gone  ’long 
To  ring  those  charming  bells. 

The  Methodist  and  Baptist’s  just  gone  ’long 
To  ring  those  charming  bells. 

Crying  free  grace  and  dying  love, 

Free  grace  and  dying  love, 

To  ring  those  charming  bells. 

Oh  !  way  over  Jordan,  Lord, 

Way  over  Jordan,  Lord, 

Way  over  Jordan,  Lord, 

To  ring  those  charming  bells.” 

By  the  time  I  got  through  with  this  Jubilee  song  and 
its  quaint  refrain  so  full  of  revival  and  “  religion,”  I  got 
quite  interested  in  the  book  itself.  I  had  forgotten  about 
my  apathy.  I  thought  I  was  almost  in  a  red-hot  camp 
meeting  myself,  somewhere  in  Georgia  or  Tennessee. 
And  so  I  sat  down  by  the  fireplace  to  read  something  in 
this  old  book,  published  by  Hodder  and  Stoughton  in 
1873. 

The  first  chapter  gripped  my  imagination,  nay,  my 
very  soul.  And  by  the  time  I  had  finished  it  I  felt  myself 
in  spiritual  company  of  Bunyan  and  Brainard,  of  Whit¬ 
field  and  the  Wesleys.  The  story  killed  my  apathy,  and 
stirred  up  the  gift  of  God  which  was  in  me  for  service 
and  not  for  smouldering.  It  suggested  to>  me  the  theme 
for  this  article;  it  encouraged  me  and  showed  me  that  at 
other  times,  too,  there  have  been  men  who  have  looked  at 
the  things  of  time  through  the  eyes  of  eternity,  who  were 
moved  mightily  by  the  Spirit  of  God  to'  “  do  exploits,” 
to  undertake  and  accomplish  great  things  for  a  great  God 
and  His  great  cause. 

Of  the  honey,  of  which  I  have  eaten,  I  now  pass  on  to 
others,  and  may  the  comfort  wherewith  I  myself  was  com¬ 
forted  become  a  comfort,  and  an  encouragement  to  my 
fellow-pilgrims  (2  Cor.  i.  4).  May  this  result  in  an 
abundant  harvest  of  souls  ! 
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2.  The  preacher  and  the  elder’s  just  gone  ’long,  &c. 

To  ring  those  charming  bells. 

Cho.— Crying,,  free  grace,  &c. 

3.  My  father  and  mother’s  just  gone  long,  &c. 

To  ring  those  charming  bells. 

Cho. — Crying,  free  grace,  &c. 

4.  The  Methodist  and  Baptist’s  just  gone  ’long,  &c. 

To  ring  those  charming  bells. 

Cho. — Crying,  free  grace,  &c. 


A  Song  of  the  Jubilee  Singers. 


SIBERIA. 

(From  “  The  Stundist  in  Siberian  Exile,”*  and  other  Poems, 

by  William  Fetler.) 

Siberia,  thou  land  of  tears  and  sorrow — 

Thou  wilt  become  the  land  of  joy  to-morrow ! 

Where  shackled  men  with  pale  and  morbid  faces 
Were  driven  till  they  died  in  exile  places, — 

Songs  of  the  Free  will  cheerfully  resound, 

The  land  of  curse  will  soon  be  holy  ground  ! 

Oh,  how  they  wept,  those  women  tender-hearted, 

At  sight  of  sons  and  husbands  as  they  parted  ! 

Clank,  clank  !  ...  it  sounded  as  they  went  their  way — 
What  change  of  sound  as  they  return  to-day  ! 

SIBERIA!  thou  land  of  sin  and  shame, 

May  glorious  in  future  be  thy  name ! 

*  To  be  obtained  from  the  Russian  Missionary  Society, 

1844  W.  Monroe  Street,  Chicago,  Ill.,  U.S.A.  Price  $  1  *00  post  free. 


THE  NEW  ERA. 


Being  the  first  Chapter  from  “ The  Jubilee  Singers ,” 

by  G.  D.  Pike. 


I  HAD  been  travelling'  four  months  with  the  Jubilee 
Singers  of  Fisk  University,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  being 
worn  out  with  hard  work,  I  gladly  accepted  an  invitation 
from  my  friend,  the  doctor,  to  spend  a  few  weeks  at  his 
home  in  the  country.  He  was  one  of  those  men  who,  by 
the  very  magnetism  of  their  presence,  give  flow  to  every 
fountain  of  one’s  thoughts,  and  fetch  from  the  depths 
hidden  convictions  of  the  soul.  I  had  not  been  with  him 
an  hour  before  I  wished  he  might  know  what  I  believed — 
not  that  I  aspired  to  instruct  him  or  make  him  better,  but 
because  I  felt  more*  sure  I  was  right  when  he  approved  my 
sentiments.  He  was  the  favorite  layman  in  the  Church, 
and  a  pillar  of  support  to  everything  that  was  good. 

I  had  not  been  long  at  his  house,  when  he  invited  me 
to  ride  with  him  on  one  of  his  rounds  among  his  patients. 
We  were  passing  the  old  homestead  where  Deacon  — — — 
spent  the  last  days  of  his  life,  when,  pointing  to  his  monu¬ 
ment,  he  said,  “  That  good  man  willed  his  property  to 
your  American  Missionary  Association.  I  remember  well 
the  stories  he  used  to  tell  us  about  your  society.  There 
never  was  a  missionary  meeting  when  he  did  not  report 
your  work.  I  have  been  familiar  from  my  boyhood  with 
the  stories  of  the  slaves  who  killed  their  officers  on  ship¬ 
board,  and  drifted  into  New  London,  Conn.,  without  a 
knowledge  of  the  country  or  the  language.  Boy  as  I  was, 
I  read  of  their  imprisonment  in  New  Haven,  and  their 
first  and  second  trials  before  they  were  declared  free.  I 
went  over  to  Farmington,  Conn.,  at  one  time  to  visit  the 
buildings  where  they  were  kept  at  school  until  they  were 
returned  to  Africa.  That  was  in  the  days  of  the  Amistad 
Committee — dark  and  terrible  days,  when  the  benevolent 
societies  thought  it  inexpedient  to  meddle  with  the  slavery 
question.” 

“  But  did  good  men  in  those  times  realise  they  were 
doing  wrong?  ”  I  asked.  ”  Were  they  not  so  much  in 
love  with  the  doctrines  of  being  wise  as  serpents,  and 
letting  the  tares  grow  with  the  wheat,  and  judging  not 
that  they  be  not  judged, — that  they  were  excusable?  ” 


7 


To  be  ignorant  when  it  is  easy  to  be  informed;  to 
hold  false  principles  when  truth  and  righteousness  stare 
you  in  the  face  on  every  page  of  an  open  Bible,  is  never 
excusable,”  replied  the  doctor. 

By  this  time  we  had  arrived  at  the  house  of  Professor 
Smith,  one  of  the  patients  the  Doctor  was  to  visit.  I  went 
to  the  sick  man’s  room,  and  after  the  usual  courtesies  and 
inquiries  respecting  his  health,  the  Professor  remarked, 
I  have  long  wished  to  hear  your  Jubilee  Singers,  not 
only  for  the  pleasure  I  expect  from  their  music,  but  from 
the  deep  sympathy  I  feel  in  the  work  among  the  Freed- 
men.  Your  Association  has  grown  very  rapidly  since  its 
organisation  under  General  Butler,  at  Hampton,  Va.,  in 
1861.” 

“  It  has,  indeed,  been  wonderfully  blessed  of  God 
during  the  past  decade,”  I  replied;  “  but  you  will  allow 
me  to  correct  a  misapprehension  you  seem  to  indulge 
respecting  its  origin.  The  American  Missionary  Associa¬ 
tion  was  formed  in  1846  at  Albany,  when  it  absorbed  the 
Western  Evangelical  Missionary  Society  and  the  Union 
Missionary  Society.  The  latter  succeeded  the  Amistad 
Committee,  which  cared  for  the  cargo  of  slaves  that 
entered  New  London,  about  which  so  much  trouble  was 
made,  until  they  were  returned  with  missionaries  to 
Africa.” 

“  I  supposed  it  grew  out  of  the  exigencies  of  the  war, 
and  was  a  temporary  organisation  to  aid  the  Freedmen.” 

“  Instead  of  that,”  I  said,  “  it  was  not  organised  for 
any  particular  race.  Although  its  constitution  says  not  a 
word  about  Africans  or  slaves,  yet  it  was  designed  as  a 
protest  against  slavery,  and  undertook  work,  a  part  of 
which  no  other  society  would  do  at  the  time.  It  sent  its 
missionaries  among  the  fugitives  in  Canada,  and  among 
the  Freedmen  in  Jamaica.  It  sustained  men  at  the  South 
before  the  war,  where  efforts  were  made  to  preach  a  pure 
Gospel.  Whenever  a  minister  or  missionary  was  perse¬ 
cuted  on  account  of  his  abolition  sentiments,  he  found 
support  and  sympathy  in  the  American  Missionary 
Association.  The  Association  was  evidently  born  of 
God,  and  prepared,  during  fifteen  years  of  service  before 
the  war,  for  its  great  work,  not  only  among  the  Freedmen, 
but  also'  among  the  American  Indians,,  the  incoming 
Chinese,  and  in  the  land  from  whence  the  Amistad  cap¬ 
tives  came.  General  Butler  built  a  large  school  house  at 
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Hampton  and  protected  our  teachers,  but  never  identified 
himself  especially  with  our  work.” 

“  You  do  not  apprehend  that  the  work  of  your  Society 
is  near  its  close,  if  this  be  its  history  ?  ” 

“  Not  till  the  millennium,”  I  replied. 

“  God  bless  you,”  was  his  answer,  and  we  took  our 
departure. 

“  There  seems  to  be  a  great  deal  of  ignorance  among 
intelligent  men  concerning  benevolent  societies.  I  was 
surprised  that  so  well-informed  a  person  as  Professor 
Smith  should  have  needed  information  of  your  origin,” 
said  the  doctor. 

“  There  is  great  ignorance  concerning  the  work  of 
missions,  and  far  too  little  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Church 
to  become  informed  how  they  may  advance  Christ’s  king¬ 
dom  among  the  heathen.  And  the  difficulty  is  one  not 
easy  to  be  mastered.  A  majority  of  the  Church  are  not 
fascinated  with  our  Missionary  Meetings  where  they  are 
observed,  and  in  very  many  Churches,  agents  of  mission¬ 
ary  societies,  who  know  the  facts,  are  not  welcome.  The 
fact  that  a  publication  is  the  organ  of  a  missionary  society 
does  not  necessarily  commend  it  as  a  periodical.  How  to 
get  the  people  interested,  is  the  question.  What  will  they 
read  ?  What  will  they  hear  ?  ’  ’ 

“  This  opens  a  question  upon  which  I  have  studied  for 
years,”  responded  the  doctor.  “  The  fact  is,  clergymen 
are  not  always  the  shrewdest  business  men.  It  is  not  to 
be  expected  they  should  be.  Experts  are  apt  to  be  men  of 
but  one  idea.  But  few  men  are  good  at  everything,  and 
it  may  be  best  that  different  men  should  attend  to  different 
branches  of  the  great  work  of  civilising  and  evangelising 
the  world.  The  Church  has  always  suffered  from  inex¬ 
perienced  workers.  It  is  not  true  that  men  have  been  put 
into  the  ministry  because  unfit  for  all  other  occupations; 
yet  many  have  been  encouraged  to  enter  that  office  who 
gave  but  little  promise  of  success  in  any  department  of 
work.  This  evil  has  been  often  serious.  The  managers 
of  missionary  societies  have  been  embarrassed  in  a 
thousand  ways  that  do  not  appear  at  first  glance.  Money 
must  be  had.  Who  will  go  and  collect  it?  Or,  who  will 
inspire  the  pastors  of  Churches  to'  collect  it  ?  Now,  it  often 
happens  that  some  man  finds  he  must  leave  his  parish, — 
or  something  is  the  trouble  with  his  head,  so  he  cannot 
write  sermons, — or,  he  wishes  to  have  a  home  in  the  city, 
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but  is  unable  to  command  a  city  Church ;  this  man  has  his 
friends,  and  commences  to  interest  them  in  getting  an 
appointment.  Benevolent  societies,  especially  the  newer 
and  smaller  ones,  have  felt  somewhat  obliged  to  take  what 
has  come  to  hand,  and  especially  if  well  recommended  by 
men  holding  prominent  positions  in  wealthy  Churches. 
These  men,  for  the  most  part,  have  been  dull  preachers, 
retailing  the  same  coterie  of  stale  facts  Sunday  after  Sun¬ 
day,  and  many  of  them  have  felt  that  an  extra  type  of 
piety  was  expected  from  one  engaged  in  missionary  work, 
so  they  have  affected  a  pious  twang  and  a  nasal  pitch, 
enough  to  curse  any  sermon,  and  especially  a  begging 
one.  When  these  men  have  gone  from  house  to  house 
with  books  or  tracts  or  subscription  papers,  they  have  left 
no  inspiration,  imparted  no  blessing,  and  the  people  have 
caught  no  zeal  for  the  work.  And  the  reason  has  never 
been  far  off.  They  were  not  men  who  could  impart 
inspiration  anywhere.  If  they  had  been  soldiers,  they 
never  would  have  succeeded  to  the  command  of  a  regi¬ 
ment,  or  even  to  a  captaincy.  They  never  would  have 
been  selected  by  a  railroad  corporation  to  solicit  the  sub¬ 
scriptions  for  stock,  or  to  superintend  its  management. 
They  were  but  ordinary  men  anyway.  Now,  the  business 
of  the  Church  is  hard,  up-hill  business.  It  wars  against 
covetousness.  It  promises  dividends  that  are  payable  in 
a  better  country  in  the  far-off  future,  and  it  takes  the 
rarest  talent,  the  most  consummate  skill,  the  highest  type 
of  oratory,  and  finest  gift  of  persuasion,  to  advance,  as 
it  should  be  advanced,  the  interest  of  the  missionary  work 
of  the  Church.” 

“  But,”  I  remarked,  “  has  there  not  been  a  new  de¬ 
parture  respecting  these  things  within  a  few  years?  ” 
And  I  instanced  the  appointment  of  several  eminent 
preachers  as  secretaries  of  benevolent  societies. 

“  I  hope  there  has  been  a  change  for  the  better,”  he 
replied.  ”  The  fact  is,  there  should  not  be  a  man 
appointed  secretary  who  would  not  be  competent  to 
manage  a  large  corporation,  or  indeed  to  be  the  governor 
of  a  state.  And  no  man  should  be  authorised  to  open 
his  mouth  before  the  public  as  an  officer  of  a  missionary 
society,  who  has  not  such  weight  of  character,  and  gift  of 
speech,  as  would  enable  him  to  command  the  first  pulpit 
in  the  Protestant  world.  Let  the  missionary  societies 
secure  such  men  to  present  their  cause  as  Spurgeon, 
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Beecher,  Tyng,  Murray,  General  O.  O.  Howard  and 
John  B.  Gough,  and  their  work  would  be  lifted  out  of  its 
present  plane.  The  people  would  follow  such  leaders.* * 

But  ought  not  such  distinguished  men  to  be  retained 
as  pastors?  Could  the  Churches  spare  them?  ”  I  asked. 

The  Churches  would  not  spare  them  then.  They 
would  have  them.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
great  work  of  the  Church  is  its  missionary  work.  Revivals 
are  given  to  it  somewhat  in  proportion  to  its  missionary 
work.  Christ  and  His  disciples  were  engaged  in  mission¬ 
ary  work.  The  New  Testament  is  a  history  of  missionary 
work.  And  missionary  work  should  be  advertised  by  the 
best  talent  in  the  world,  because  it  is  the  hardest  work 
given  to  the  Church;  therefore  the  strongest  men  should 
grapple  with  it.” 

“  But  would  the  people  allow  so  much  to  be  paid  as 
first-class  men  would  demand  for  their  services  ?  *  * 

“  It  is  economical  to  get  the  best.  No  successful 
mechanic  fails  to  secure  a  master  workman,  let  him  cost 
what  he  may.  No  corporation  neglects  to  secure  first- 
class  talent  regardless  of  expense.  The  indispensable 
thing  is  to  secure  the  aid  that  will  accomplish  the  object. 
And  the  more  difficult  the  object,  the  more  essential  is  it 
to  secure  the  talent  needed.  Now,  the  Protestant  Church 
has  the  money  needed  to  establish  missions  in  all  parts  of 
the  world  where  as  yet  the  missionary  can  get  a  working 
basis.  The  Gospel  story  shall  be  told  from  the  river  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth  as  soon  as  the  men  and  money  in  the 
Church  are  ready  for  the  enterprise.  How  to  bring  the 
men  to  the  service,  how  to  raise  the  money  to  fit  them 
out,  are  the  questions.  To  do  this,  generals  are  needed. 
The  business  must  be  made  popular.  All  the  masterly 
energy  required  in  constructing  a  Pacific  Railroad,  or  in 
arming  a  nation  to  put  down  a  rebellion,  is  demanded. 
This  energy  will  never  be  put  forth  till  the  most  powerful 
men  in  the  Church  give  themselves  to  just  this;  until  the 
wealthiest  men  in  the  Church  make  their  money  do  just 
this;  till,  with  a  grand  march,  they  move  on,  regardless  of 
ease,  or  luxury,  or  fortune,  and  give  themselves,  body  and 
soul,  to  the  work.  Then,  I  apprehend,  the  Church  will 
*  go  teach  all  nations,’  and  Christ’s  kingdom  will  come, 
and  His  ‘  will  be  done  in  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.’  Now, 
to  bring  to  pass  these  things,  no  means  must  be  spared, 
no  narrow  policy  must  be  pursued.” 


Very  good,”  I  replied;  “  but  the  work  of  ttie  Holy 
Spirit  and  grace  from  God  must  accompany  all;  indeed, 
it  must  aLf  come  from  God,  or  it  will  avail  nothing.” 

You  can  have  the  Holy  Spirit  and  grace  sufficient, 
if  you  give  the  sacrifice  it  costs.  Robbing  God,  and 
hiding  the  wedge  of  gold ;  keeping  back  a  part  of  the  price 
with  the  majority  of  the  Church,  will  never  bring  the 
Spirit  and  the  grace.  The  army  must  march  on  together ; 
and  march  to  conquer  or  to  die;  then  He  whose  right  it  is 
to  reign  will  come  and  reign  King  of  Nations.” 

By  this  time,  all  the  hopes  for  the  future  that  had 
cheered  my  missionary  life  were  awakened  within  me. 

”  To  be  sure,”  I  said.  ”  I  have  sometimes  thought 
God  is  suffering  the  thought  and  energy  of  the  Church 
in  our  day  to  be  given  to  construction.  Men  laboured  to 
construct  the  Temple  in  Solomon’s  time.  The  Construc¬ 
tionists  had  but  a  brief  mission.  Then  came  the  glory  of 
the  house  of  God  for  ages.  So>  now  we  construct  rail¬ 
roads,  and  steamboats,  and  canals.  We  build  Churches 
and  seminaries  of  learning  We  organise  missionary 
enterprises.  We  invent  machinery,  and  erect  factories. 
We  print  books,  and  cause  intelligence  to  take  wing  and 
fly  by  mail  and  telegraph  wherever  there  is  ability  to  read 
or  understand.  But  these  da  vs  are  to  pass  by ;  we  are  but 
building  the  temple,  and  the  guests  of  the  Lord  are 
gathering  together.” 

“  I  often  think  of  these  things,”  said  the  doctor, 

‘  ‘  and  feel  that  we  are  living  in  the  most  blessed  days  the 
world  has  seen.  Sometimes,  when  I  am  attending  an 
evening’s  meeting  in  some  spacious  hall,  I  get  a  concep¬ 
tion  of  the  possible  revelations  of  the  future.  I  notice, 
on  entering,  how  dim  and  shadowy  everything  appears. 
People  are  massing  together,  but  you  cannot  recognise 
even  your  friends  in  the  distant  part  o>f  the  house.  The 
splendid  paintings,  the  statuary,  the  carving  and  the 
frescoed  ceilings  are  obscured  by  the  darkness  till  the 
time  comes  for  the  entertainment  to  commence, — till  the 
distinguished  personage  of  the  evening,  with  his  atten¬ 
dants,  arrives.  Then,  by  one  turn  of  the  janitor,  on 
flashes  the  light,  and  every  person  and  thing  appears  with 
all  the  beauty  and  gladsomeness  that  heart  could  wish. 
So  I  think  it  will  be  in  the  visible  Church.  The  multi¬ 
tudes  are  gathering.  Vast  preparations  are  in  progress. 
One  workman  may  not  see  another  eye  to  eye  as  yet.  The 
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ten  thousand  adornments  and  accessories  that  will  glad¬ 
den  the  millenial  morning  are  hidden  in  the  darkness. 
Nevertheless  the  beautiful  mosaics  of  the  heavenly  walls, 
the  golden  candlesticks  and  the  harps  of  gold,  are  all 
there.  The  great  table  for  the  marriage  supper  is  being 
spread,  and  the  garments,  pure  and  white,  are  almost 
ready.  When  the  fulness  of  time  shall  come,  when  He 
shall  appear  with  all  His  holy  angels,  with  one  turn  of 
Providence  it  shall  be  light.  Dark  night  will  roll  away, 
and  we  shall  be  enveloped  in  perennial  glory ;  the  hidden 
things  will  be  revealed,  and  we,  who  have  laboured,  hop¬ 
ing  against  hope, — walking  by  faith  and  not  by  sight, — 
shall  be  filled  with  eternal  rejoicings  to  remember  that  we 
were  honoured  in  labouring  and  suffering  with  Him.” 

When  he  had  said  this,  he  turned  his  horse  up  the  yard 
to  his  house,  saying,  as  he  did  so,  that  he  thought  the 
people  of  the  Church  would  like  to  hear  of  the  things  of 
which  we  had  been  speaking,  and  promising  that  he  would 
secure  me  an  opportunity  to  address  the  monthly  mission¬ 
ary  meeting,  he  alighted  at  the  door  of  his  office. 


CHRIST  FOR  RUSSIA. 

A  Special  Letter  by  Pastor  William  Fetler. 

It  was  felt  necessary  that  in  the  interests  of  the  work  I 
should  come  for  a  brief  season  to  America.  I  am  avail¬ 
ing  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  placing  before  a  number 
of  our  friends,  for  their  prayerful  consideration,  the  pre¬ 
sent  situation  on  the  Mission  Field. 

i. — We  have  much  occasion  to  praise  the  Lord  for  the 
way  He  has  blessed  the  work  during  the  last  three  years. 
Our  missionaries  and  workers  have  increased  from  21,  in 
1921,  to  over  150.  They  are  faithfully  labouring  in  a 
number  of  mission  stations.  Souls  are  continually  being 
saved. 

Thus,  a  letter  just  received  from  Sister  Nellie  Fetler, 
about  the  Russian  mission  station  in  Riga,  which  I  was 
privileged  to  establish  only  a  couple  of  months  ago,  tells 
us :  — 

“  Our  Russian  work  is  going  on,  praise  the  Lord  1 
The  hall  (a  former  cinema)  is  always  full  of  attentive 
listeners,  and  we  are  doing  our  best  for  them,  though 
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our  Russian  believers’  group  consists  of,  at  the 
moment  only  about  25  persons.  Recently  a  conver¬ 
sion  took  place  of  an  educated  man,  the  son  of  a 
Russian  sub-priest,  and  he  is  so  eager  now  to  ask  any¬ 
body  he  meets  if  they  are  sure  that  their  sins  are 
pardoned.  A  Catholic  woman  came  one  afternoon  to 
our  office  all  in  tears;  her  priest  had  not  accepted  her, 
because  she  has  been  visiting  our  meetings,  and  he 
would  not  absolve  her  from  her  sins.  This  was  a  fair 
moment  to  show  her  Who  can  forgive  sins  really,  and 
to  point  her  to  the  only  Mediator  between  God  and 
man,  the  Son  of  God,  Jesus  Christ.  By  and  by  this 
truth  dawned  upon  her,  and  she  went  away  with 
bright  eyes,  rejoicing  in  her  Saviour. 

“  But  my  special  joy  are  the  children.  A  small 
boy,  Vasia,  ten  years  old,  after  he  had  three  or  four 
Sundays  in  the  Sunday  School,  said  to  me,  ‘  Sister 
teacher,  I  don’t  know  what  it  is,  but  when  you  spoke 
about  Christ’s  sufferings  I  had  to  cry,  and  when  you 
pray  the  tears  want  to  come  into  my  eyes.’  ” 

2. — We  were  able  to  support  such  a  large  number  of 
workers  on  account  of  the  low  rate  of  exchange  on  the 
Continent.  But  within  the  last  six  months  the  situation 
has  radically  changed.  Prices  have  gone  up  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  former  support  is  far  from  enough  to 
supply  the  daily  bread  of  our  workers:  Working  on  the 
faith  basis,  they  have  not  grumbled.  In  a  self-denying 
spirit  they  are  abiding  at  their  posts. 

But  the  situation  is  very  critical.  Thus,  in  a  letter 
dated  February  3rd,  and  just  received  from  our  Head¬ 
quarters  at  Warsaw,  Pastor  Getze,  our  Missionary  Inspec¬ 
tor,  writes  :  — 

“  Then  I  will  communicate  to  you  that  through 
the  establishing  of  fixed  exchange  in  Poland  a  sudden 
change  in  the  whole  economic  life  of  the  land  has 
taken  place.  The  prices  have  risen  to  abnormal, 
while  the  dollar  with  every  month  is  considerably 
sinking.  In  December,  we  received  for  1  dollar  12 
million  marks,  while  now  no  more  than  9  million 
marks  are  being  paid.  A  better  suit  of  clothes  costs 
up  to  100  dollars  {£ 20 ),  and  a  pair  of  shoes  up  to  20 
dollars  (£4).  For  my  two  boys  I  am  paying  monthly 
20  dollars  (£4)  school  money.  Most  of  the  brethren 
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cannot  live  any  longer  on  the  present  support,  and  we 
must  earnestly  think  about  this  matter,  so  that  we 
may  be  able  to  increase  the  allowances  to  the 
brethren.” 

3. — The  critical  situation  calls  for  one  of  two  alterna¬ 
tives.  We  must  either  dismiss  about  half  of  our  mission¬ 
aries  and  workers,  or  the  income  of  the  Society  must  be 
speedily  doubled.  We  have  decided  to  pray  and  to 
labour  for  the  second.  It  would  be  a  calamity  to  the 
cause  of  Christ  among  Russians  to  retreat  from  already 
conquered  territory.  With  the  establishing  of  new  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  British  Government  with  Russia,  the  day  for 
the  opening  of  a  wide  Gospel  door  into  Russia  cannot  be 
far  off.  Are  the  armies  of  Christ  to  stop  their  onward 
march  into'  Russia  ? 

You ,  my  dear  Christian  friend,  are  one  of  those  who 
can  decide  this  important  question.  May  the  Lord 
remove  every  obstacle  and  enable  you  to  answer  aright. 

We  need  at  once  for  the  immediate  purposes  of  the 
Society  the  sum  of  $40*000,  so  as  to  cope  with  our  pressing 
obligations  before  us,  and  we  are  waiting  upon  the  Lord 
to  encourage  us  through  His  faithful  servants  and  hand¬ 
maidens. 

With  thanks  for  all  past  kindness,  I  commend  the 
whole  of  the  work  to  the  consideration  and  loving  prayers 
of  the  Lord’s  stewards. 
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Treasurer — Henry  Roberts,  Esq.,  “  Malayta,”  Fifth  Avenue, 
Glen  Kedron,  Brisbane. 

WESTERN  AUSTRALIA  SECTION. 

Treasurer — G.  H.  Cargeeg,  Esq.,  Bon  Marche,  Hay  St.,  Perth. 

Secretary — Rev.  H.  Reeve,  141,  Chelmsford  Road,  North  Perth, 
W.  Australia. 

TASMANIA  SECTION 

Secretary — Pastor  C.  Chenery,  The  Cedars,  24,  Hillside  Cres., 
Launceston. 

NEW  ZEALAND  SECTION. 

Secretary — Rev.  Joseph  Kemp,  Auckland  Tabernacle,  Auckland, 
New  Zealand. 

Treasurer — Dr.  North,  Dunedin,  New  Zealand. 


Correspondence  and  donations  from  each  Section  or  Auxiliary 
should  be  sent  to  the  respective  Secretary  or  Treasurer. 

Gifts  will  be  acknowledged  in  The  Friend  op  Russia  under  the 
headings  of  the  respective  Sections  or  Auxiliaries. 


“FRIEND  OF  RUSSIA.” 

(AMEBIC AN  AND  CANADIAN  EDITION). 

Official  Magazine  of  the  Russian  Missionary  Society  (American 

and  Canadian  Section). 

Editor — Rev.  W.  S.  Hottel. 

$1  per  annum  post  free. 

1844,  W.  MONROE  STREET,  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  U.S.A. 

“FRIEND  OF  RUSSIA.” 

(BRITISH  EDITION). 

Official  Magazine  of  the  Russian  Missionary  Society 

(British  Section). 

Editors — Principal  A.  MoCaig,  B.A.,  LL.D., 

Rev.  R.  Boyd  Morrison,  E.Ph.S. 

2s.  6(1.  per  annum  post  free. 

43,  NEWINGTON  BUTTS,  LONDON,  S.E.ll. 

“YOUNG  RUSSIA.” 

Organ  of  the  Young  People’s  Auxiliary. 

Editors — Mr.  F.  Spencer  Johnson  and  Rev.  A.  Macaulay. 
43,  NEWINGTON  BUTTS,  LONDON,  S,E.ll. 


RUSSIAN  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

The  Russian  Missionary  Society  stands  for  the  Bible  in  its 
entirety,  and  is  willing,  if  need  be,  to  separate  from  any,  Missionaries 
or  others,  who  deny  its  full  inspiration,  reliability  and  authority. 

The  Russian  Missionary  Society  proclaims  the  Gospel  of  the 
Grace  of  God,  believes  in  the  new  birth,  and  in  total  separation  in  life 
from  the  worldly  spirit  of  the  age,  as  being  Christ-like,  and  consequently 
the  best  way  of  bringing  blessing  to  mankind. 

The  Russian  Missionary  Society  willingly  co-operates  with  all 
who  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity,  and  who  believe  in  the 
sole  sufficiency  of  the  Scriptures  as  the  Word  of  God. 

The  Russian  Missionary  Society  publishes  its  Balance  Sheet, 
properly  audited,  every  year,  and  acknowledges  all  its  monthly  income 
in  the  monthly  magazine,  The  Friend  of  Russia. 

The  Russian  Missionary  Society  proceeds  on  a  “  faith  basis,” 
namely,  waiting  upon  God  for  all  supplies.  Each  worker,  of  both 
Missionary  and  Home  Staffs,  receives  up  to  a  specified  allowance  as  the 
Lord  provides  the  funds  through  His  stewards. 

The  Russian  Missionary  Society  has  over  150  Missionaries  and 
Colporteurs  working  among  Russians  in  various  countries,  even  in 
Soviet  Russia  and  Ukrainia.  In  December,  1921,  there  were  only  21. 
The  cost  of  a  Missionary  varies  according  to  the  rmuntrv  in  which  he  is 
labouring.  The  average  cost,  however,  is  from  $350. 00  to  $650. 00  annually. 


BOOKS  ON  RUSSIA. 


THE  STUHDIST  IH  SIBERIAN  EXILE  &  other  Poems 

By  WILLIAM  FETLER. 

With  a  Prologue  by  Gabriel  Derzhavin  and  an  Epilogue  by 

Parbara  Fetler. 

With  Nine  Illustrations.  Foreword  by  Dr.  F.  B.  MEYER. 

Price  $1'00  post  free. 

_  \ 

“  WITH  CHRIST  IN  RUSSIA.” 

By  Rev.  R.  S.  LATIMER  -  -  4  -  -  $1*00 

LIFE  OF  DR.  BAEDEKER.  - 

By  Rev.  R.  S.  LATIMER  ....  ,v1*00 


EVANGELICAL  MISSIONARY  SERIES. 

Edited  by  Prof.  A.  McCAIG,  B.A.,  LL.D.,  Principal  of 

Spurgeon’s  College. 

No.  l.-“  THE  LEADING  OF  GOD.”  A  Brief  Life-Story  of 
Pastor  Fetler,  with  photo.  By  R.  Boyd  Morrison. 
3d.  each,  2s.  6d.  per  dozen. 

No.  2.—“  A  KING’S  CUPBEARER.”  By  Miss  Edith  Probert. 
Id.  each,  3s.  6d.  per  100. 

No.  3.—”  TPIE  STOLEN  BIBLE.”  By  Principal  A.  McCaig. 
Jd.  each,  3s.  6d.  per  100. 

No.  4. — “  THE  WORK  THAT  PAYS.”  By  F.  Spencer  Johnson. 
|d.  each,  3s.  6d.  per  100. 

No.  6.—“  SUFFERINGS  AND  TRIUMPHS.”  By  R.  Boyd 
Morrison.  Id.  each,  lOd.  per  dozen. 

No.  6.— ”  FIVE  HUNDRED  MISSIONARIES  FOR  RUSSIA." 
By  S.  F.  Id.  each,  lOd.  per' dozen. 

No.  7. — “  DEAD  IN  EARNEST;  or,  The  Very  Best  for 
Missions.”  By  Pastor  W.  Fetler.  2d.  each,  Is.  6d. 
per  dozen,  10s.  per  hundred. 


Address  all  orders  to — 

THE  RUSSIAN  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

1844  W.  MONROE  STREET,  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  U.S.A. 


Robert  StocJcwell,  Printer,  Baden  Place,  Borough ,  London,  S  E 


